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Marshal’s Minute-State Fire Marshal James A. Rivera 

Arson Awareness Week is May 7-13 and this year’s theme is 
Understanding and Mitigating Youth Firesetting Issues.  

According to the United States Fire Administration (USFA), 
youth firesetting is a problem throughout the United States 
and around the world. Fire misuse behaviors in children may 
be attributed to issues such as curiosity or experimentation, 
underlying struggles with impulse control, emotional 
regulation, social/interpersonal skills, childhood trauma, or 
other behavioral health conditions. Children observe adults 
using matches and lighters but may not be taught about 
important fire safety practices. They may also observe unsafe 
uses of fire in media, videos, and gaming. 

I encourage parents and other family members to stress the 
importance of not playing with matches and leaving lighters alone. Kids are curious and talking 
to them about why they shouldn’t play with these items can reduce the risk for an accidental 
fire that could impact more than just your family. I also encourage departments to reach out to 
the OSFM if they need a Youth Firesetter Interventionist and have members attend our classes 
we offer to become Certified Interventionists. 

OSFM’s Division of Arson currently is comprised of a Division Director, two Area Commanders, 
and 14 Special Agents in the field.  The office staff also includes two Administrative Assistants. 
The OSFM has seven Accelerant Detection Canines who work with Special Agents across the 
state. Our newest K9 Rowan joined the team in early May. In 2022, OSFM Special Agents 
responded to 1,121 investigations and canine teams assisted in 213 investigations. In 2022, the 
OSFM’s Arson Division closed 47 cases related to arson with an arrest. 

A statewide Arson Hotline, (800) 252-2947, has been established so that citizens may 
anonymously provide information about a suspicious fire that has occurred or may occur. 

Arson fires are preventable through education and awareness such as the Youth Firesetter 
Intervention Program. The OSFM is offering a few classes in different locations across the state. 
If someone in your department is interested, we highly encourage them to sign up and take the 
training. The more certified individuals across the state helps us to mitigate risks that could 
otherwise have turned into another preventable tragedy. To request help from this program 
you can call 1-844-689-7882 or visit the OSFM website at www.sfm.illinois.gov.  

 

  

http://www.sfm.illinois.gov/
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Chicago FF/EMT Jermaine Pelt Memorial 

 

  

The OSFM honors and remembers our 
fallen brother Chicago FF/EMT Jermaine 
Pelt. On April 4, 2023, Pelt answered his 
alarm and died bravely in the line-of-
duty.  

He is survived by his parents, John and 
Lizzi Pelt, daughter Jorie, and son, Jared, 
as well as many other family and friends.  

Governor JB Pritzker ordered flags be 
flown at half-staff from sunrise 
Wednesday, April 5 until sundown 
Monday, April 10th.  

Rest Easy Brother, we will take it from 
here!  
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Chicago Lt. Jan Tchoryk Memorial 

 

  

The OSFM honors and remembers our 
fallen brother Chicago Lieutenant Jan 
Tchoryk. On April 5, 2023, Lt. Tchoryk 
answered his final alarm and died 
bravely in the line-of-duty.  

He is survived by his wife, Natalia, son, 
Chicago Police Officer Dillion Tchoryk, 
and daughters, Grace and Olivia, as 
well as many other family and friends.  

Governor Pritzker ordered flags to be 
flown as half-staff from sunrise 
Sunday, April 9 until sundown 
Thursday, April 13.  

Rest Easy Brother, we will take it from 
here!  
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Joseph Mazzone & Ret. Chief Mike Kracht Memorial 

 

  

The OSFM sends our thoughts and prayers to 
the family and friends of Joseph Mazzone. 
Joseph dedicated his career to fire 
investigation, launching Mazzone Investigation 
Service in 1983.   

He was an active member of the International 
Association of Arson Investigators since 1972, 
serving two terms on the board of directors.   

He also served as President of the 
organization's IL chapter.   

He volunteered as a fireman with the Central 
Stickney Fire Department for 10 years and as a 
fireman and investigator with the Roberts Park 
Fire District for 35 years.  

He was a member of the MABAS 21 Fire 
Investigation Unit 

The OSFM sends our thoughts and prayers to 
the family and friends of retired Centralia Fire 
Chief Mike Kracht. Chief Kracht was a proud 
member of the fire service for over 30 years. He 
retired as Fire Chief with the City of Centralia in 
2012. Mike was a carpenter and recently retired 
from Shores Builders in 2022.  
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Employee Spotlight 

 

Stefan Barnwell 

Account Technician I 
 

 

 

 

Where are you originally from? Springfield, Illinois 

Tell us about your family? I have two sisters, one brother, three nephews, and one niece, as 
well as a very large extended family. 

Favorite food(s)? A well-seasoned steak, medium well. 

Hobbies? Exercising; I’m usually at the gym 5 days a week. 

What’s your favorite movie or book? My favorite movie is the sci-fi classic Back to the Future. 

When you get in the car what type of music will be coming out of your speakers? Usually 
nothing specific; whatever the top 40 is at the time. 

What did you want to be when you were a kid? I wanted to be a lawyer so I could argue 
professionally. 

What’s your favorite part of the job? Figuring out how to solve new problems. 

What’s something unique about you? I graduated seventh in my high school class of about 
250. 

Where is your favorite place to vacation? I have only been to Florida once, but so far it has 
been my favorite. 

Where is your bucket list destination? I have always wanted visit Egypt to see the pyramids up 
close. 
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100 Club Valor Awards 

 

  
The 100 Club of Illinois held their annual Valor Awards 
in Chicago, Champaign, Springfield, and Elgin. The 
OSFM had representative at the awards to help honor 
the recipients.  

 The 100 Club Valor Awards are presented annually to 
police officers, firefighters, and paramedics who, by 
their actions, performed above and beyond the call of 
duty and in the highest traditions of their respective 
departments. 

To learn more about the 100 Club of Illinois and how 
you can get involved, visit their website at 
https://www.100clubil.org/.   State Fire Marshal James A. Rivera 

pictured at the Chicago Awards 
Ceremony.  

OSFM Legislative Liaison Laura Bedolla 
and 100 Club Chief Executive Officer 
Caitlyn Brennan at the Elgin Awards 
Ceremony 

https://www.100clubil.org/
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National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week 

  

National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week was April 9-15. Illinois Governor JB 
Pritzker proclaimed the week as Telecommunications Week in Illinois in recognition of the 
vital contributions telecommunicators make to the safety of Illinois residents and visitors. 

“Telecommunicators are the unsung heroes of Illinois—dispatching emergency services and 
relaying critical information to first responders that saves lives,” said Governor JB Pritzker. 
“I couldn’t be prouder to honor our first, first responders this Telecommunicators week—
and on behalf of the State of Illinois, thank you for your service.” 

This week-long event, initially set up in 1981 by Patricia Anderson of the Contra Costa 
County Sheriff’s Office in California, is a time to celebrate and thank those who dedicate 
their lives to serving the public. It is a week that should be set aside so everyone can be 
made aware of their hard work and dedication. 

That OSFM thanks all those who are the first to answer the call and provide those 
responding with the information. Thank you for what you do to help those in need and 
those of us who respond to help.  
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CFD Cares Event 

  

Members from the OSFM attended a Chicago Fire 
Department Community Cares event on April 1. It was a 
cold and windy Chicago day, so the event was moved 
indoors. Those in attendance were given flyers explaining 
what the OSFM does and were able to take home some 
fire safety information, along with some fun OSFM swag!  
Attendees were in for a treat, as Accelerant Detection K9 
GG was present. This was great chance to reach out to 
underserved communities which is a goal in our DEI 
initiative. Thanks, CFD for the invitation!  

Pictured Left to Right: Carlotta Passmore, State Fire Marshal 
James A. Rivera. Roberto Lopez and Special Agent Mitch 
Kushner 
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OSFM DEI 

  
OSFM is taking significant steps toward diversity, equity, and inclusion, both 
externally and internally. Internally, the agency has begun to convene 
regularly to discuss DEI topics. The first conversation of the year occurred in 
March at our DEI Peer-to-Peer group meeting. This is a safe place where OSFM 
staff can openly discuss current DEI topics, news, and policy suggestions to 
improve the agency's culture. This is also a place where our staff can share 
their differences and an opportunity for others to learn and grow. Also, special 
guests are invited to appear to present their work relating to DEI.  

The main framework of the conversations are grounded by data and revisiting 
our nation's history. Most data suggests that if employees are their authentic 
selves at work, this correlates to better-than-average retention along with 
performance due to a happier employee. Therefore, DEI has a high importance 
in any organization.     

OSFM fully understands that many of our partners are also starting their DEI 
journey. OSFM Diversity Officer/ Hispanic Liaison, Roberto López, is available 
to connect and be a partner in this journey. Please reach Roberto at 
Roberto.C.lopez@illinois.gov with any questions. 
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IFSI Minute 
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IFSI Minute 

  



Office of the State Fire Marshal  April 2023 

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ 13 
 

IFSI Spring Academy Graduation 

  

OSFM's Bureau Chief of Operations Dale 
Simpson was on hand to deliver a 
message at the Spring 2023 Academy 
Commencement at the Illinois Fire 
Service Institute on Friday, April 14. The 
OSFM congratulates and welcomes our 
newest brothers and sisters to the fire 
service! Stay Safe!  
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Valparaiso K9 Training  

  

Special Agent Mitch Kushner and Accelerant Detection K9 GG conducted a K9 training 
demonstration in Valparaiso, Indiana on Saturday, April 15 at a class for new investigators in 
northern Indiana. Thanks for inviting the Illinois State Fire Marshal's Office over the state line 
to showcase our amazing special agents and K9’s.  
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YFSI Taylorville Class 
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YFSI Buffalo Grove Class 

  



Office of the State Fire Marshal  April 2023 

WWW.SFM.ILLINOIS.GOV/ 17 
 

YFSI Salem Class 
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Hoffman Estates Public School Class 
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Pyrotechnic-Fireworks Training Aurora 
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National Volunteer Week 

  

April 16 through April 22, 2023, 
was National Volunteer Week 
with April 20 being World 
Volunteer Day. President Joe 
Biden issued a proclamation this 
year and the first line reads: This 
week, we honor the selfless 
spirit of Americans who 
volunteer, and we sound the call 
for more Americans to seize 
opportunities to serve their 
communities. 

This is very true amongst the 
volunteer fire service 
community in Illinois which 
makes up around 70 percent of 
the total fire service in the state. 
Do you have what it takes? 
Check out your local department 
and see if you have any skills 
that they could use. You would 
be amazed at what things they 
could use help with.  
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National Work Zone Awareness Week  

  

National Work Zone Awareness 
Week was April 17-21 with this 
year’s theme of, “You play a 
role in work zone safety. Work 
with us.” 

 In 2021, 956 people died in 
work zones, according to the 
NHTSA FARS data. Also in 2021, 
108 highway worker 
occupational fatalities occurred 
in road construction sites, based 
on BLS data. In 2021, 778 
drivers and their passengers 
died in work zones (based on 
NHTSA FARS data), making it all 
the more important for drivers 
to slow down and stay focused 
while approaching and passing 
through a roadway work zone. 
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Distracted Driving Awareness Month 

  
April was Distracted Driving Awareness Month. 
According to the NHTSA, distracted driving is 
dangerous, claiming 3,522 lives in 2021. If you 
are headed out for the weekend, put your phone 
down and just drive! If a message can't wait, pull 
over or designate a person in the car (not 
driving) to text or reply. Since 2007, drivers 16 to 
24 years old have been distracted by devices at 
higher rates than other drivers, but we're all at 
risk for distracted-driving crashes. 

At least eight people a day are killed in 
distracted driving crashes. Handheld and hands-
free phone calls and texts, emails, social media, 
passengers, snacks, and even built-in vehicle 
touchscreens are just some of the distractions 
fighting for your attention on the road. 

Here’s a simple way to think about it: if 
something requires your hands, your eyes, or 
your attention while you’re driving, it’s a 
distraction. Distracted driving isn’t just risky for 
you, it can be deadly for every nearby driver, 
pedestrian, bicyclist, and worker. 

Pledge to avoid distracted driving and help 
everyone around you get home safe. 

Take the Pledge 

• I will make our roads safer for everyone 
by avoiding all forms of distracted 
driving.  

• I will speak up when others are distracted 
to protect myself and all other road 
users. 
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Oily Rags Safety 
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Shout Outs/Kudos 

  

Left to Right: Special Agent Linda Hacker, Special Agent Mike Poel and 
Special Agent and Acting Arson Division Manager Jeff Pride. After 18 years of 
service to the OSFM, Special Agent Mike Poel is retiring. Thanks for your 
years of tireless dedication to the OSFM and to the people of Illinois. Enjoy 
your well-deserved rest!  

OSFM Retirements: 

Simony Weyforth, Administrative Assistant II/Arson – Retired March 31st, 
20 years 8 months of service 

Mark Marinaro, Fire Prevention Inspector II/Fire Prevention – Retires April 
30th, 6 years of service 

Mike Poel, Arson Investigator I/Arson – Retires April 30th, 18 years of 
service 
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Shout Outs/Kudos 

  

Illinois State Fire Marshal James A. Rivera 
participated in a state-wide exercise, 
Operation Power Play on Wednesday, April 
27. SFM Rivera is pictured with members 
from MABAS-Illinois at the state EOC. This 
exercise was designed to help enhance 
cooperation between public and private 
partners to provide support to the residents 
of Illinois. 

OSFM’s Cathy Stashak taught a Public School 
Inspection Class at the Springfield office on 
April 18. Cathy is the best in the business 
and has taught numerous classes this year 
with a few more coming up. 

OSFM New Hires:  

Bobby Mayberry, Elevator Inspector/Elevator Safety – 
Started March 6th 

Stefan Barnwell, Account Technician I/Fiscal – Started 
April 1st 

The OSFM wants to thank these employees for their service to the agency: 

• Emily Kaylor, Office Associate/Fire Prevention 
• Carrie Leitner, Technical Advisor III/Legal 
• Matt Sebek, Deputy General Counsel/Legal 
• Bob Maxey, Account Technician II/Fiscal  
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Kids’ Corner 

 


